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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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STAFF

Officers

The Rev. R. John Brockmann, Rector
Paula King, Music Director
Patricia Begin, Parish Secretary
Roy McHoul, Sexton

Katherine Wharton, Senior Warden
David Button, Junior Warden
Beth Gurney, Treasurer
Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Rector by appointment (Tues – Thurs 10-1)

Vestry Members
Sue Breen
Leslie Grant
Carol Johnson
Tracey Johnson
Bonnie Lowe
John Stanley

Office: 781-762-0959
Prayer Line: 508-668-7175
Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Visit our web site: www.gracenor.org

Read our monthly newsletters, as well as annual reports,
online at www.gracenor.org . Just visit our website and click on “About”.
If you are receiving this newsletter by regular postal mail and have an email address, please help us save on postage.
Send an email to request the electronic newsletter.

150 Chapel Street, Norwood, MA 02062
Office: (781) 762-0959

Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Website: www.gracenor.org

Grace Episcopal Church
150 Chapel Street
Norwood, MA 02062

Place
Stamp
here
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Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
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arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
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weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
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help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
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The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
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DEADLINE – January 9
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know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
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was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
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For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
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First Sunday after Christmas
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There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.

3

Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
See page 4

2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis
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Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report

5

Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
4

Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report

5

Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
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Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report

5

Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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STAFF

Officers

The Rev. R. John Brockmann, Rector
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David Button, Junior Warden
Beth Gurney, Treasurer
Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer

OFFICE HOURS
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
See page 4

2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report

5

Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.

3

Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.

3

Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.

3

Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
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In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report

5
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In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis
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Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175
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Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
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12/12
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Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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In-Church Christmas Services
See page 4

2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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STAFF

Officers

The Rev. R. John Brockmann, Rector
Paula King, Music Director
Patricia Begin, Parish Secretary
Roy McHoul, Sexton

Katherine Wharton, Senior Warden
David Button, Junior Warden
Beth Gurney, Treasurer
Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Rector by appointment (Tues – Thurs 10-1)

Vestry Members
Sue Breen
Leslie Grant
Carol Johnson
Tracey Johnson
Bonnie Lowe
John Stanley

Office: 781-762-0959
Prayer Line: 508-668-7175
Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Visit our web site: www.gracenor.org

Read our monthly newsletters, as well as annual reports,
online at www.gracenor.org . Just visit our website and click on “About”.
If you are receiving this newsletter by regular postal mail and have an email address, please help us save on postage.
Send an email to request the electronic newsletter.

150 Chapel Street, Norwood, MA 02062
Office: (781) 762-0959

Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Website: www.gracenor.org

Grace Episcopal Church
150 Chapel Street
Norwood, MA 02062
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2021
Submit your articles or schedules on or
before the 20th of the month prior to issue.

Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.

Advent and Christmas
Service Schedule
Sunday, December 5
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Sunday, December 19
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist w/Music

Friday, December 24
5:00 & 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
2

FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
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Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
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Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
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During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
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Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175
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Saturday, December 18 @ 7 pm
An Ecumenical Christmas service.
For those for whom the holidays are not joyful.

Adorn the Altar on Christmas with a Poinsettia Memorial
Offer a poinsettia to the altar on Christmas as a humble offering to the glory of the
birth of Jesus, and your memorial listing will be placed in the Christmas programs as
a keepsake for the memory of a loved one.
Pick up a Poinsettia envelope on Sunday. You may also drop or mail a check to the church office. Checks are
made payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. On memo line: Poinsettias. Include memorial names on separate paper.
Print clearly. Deadline: December 12.
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Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Service w/ Holy Eucharist w/Music (see pg 4)
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Service
First Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist; Lessons & Carols

When Christmas Hurts
Saturday, December 18 @ 7:00 p.m.
There are many who are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family
celebrations; they are experiencing depression and sadness for many reasons and yet are often compelled to
"put on a happy face" for others, denying their true feelings.
The Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service for those for whom the holidays are not joyful. The
community at large is warmly invited to join together to pray with, and for, those in grief.
Christmas Choir with Bell Ringers
This year, Christmas Eve services will be held at 5pm and 7:30pm. We are still in need of a few bell
ringers. An easy and fun way to celebrate the greatest news ever told; The birth of our Savior! Please
call/text (508) 254 1614 and let Paula know if you are available to sing at either/both services.
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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

From the Rector’s Desk
Advent and Christmas are like waiting for the truck from Antigonish, Nova Scotia with our
500 Christmas trees to arrive on Chapel Street in Norwood.
For as long as I have been rector, there has always been a bit of nail-biting worry about when the truck will
arrive with the trees, if it will arrive, what happens if it’s raining or snowing when it arrives, what happens if all
the helpers leave before the truck arrives, etc. etc.
And, if I think about it, there’s not a single year when the truck and trees have ever arrived exactly on time or in
optimal weather. There’s always been some hitch somewhere perhaps just to remind us that this is not a
completely predictable event, but the end-result of a very long line of points of human effort along with points
of grace over the last 30+ years from Antigonish, Nova Scotia to 150 Chapel Street, Norwood.
Advent’s four Sundays are a yearly reminder that the appearance of Jesus as a human on earth was NOT neatly
predicted, but came only after thousands of years of human yearning, misleading assumptions, and general
confusion. Saint Paul alludes to such a time as this in his Letter to the Romans:
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, …
COVID’s threats surrounding our celebrations of Christmas should remind us of our past complacency in
assuming that the various elements of Christmas would always go on the schedule we assumed to be like a
railroad timetable, and in doing so overlooking, misplacing or forgetting the element of serendipity—otherwise
known as Grace or Miracles that Christmas is all about.
Isn’t it miraculous that Mary and Joseph found a sheltered safe place for Mary to give birth to baby Jesus, and
not a random empty place along the road with wolves prowling and dangerous?
Isn’t it miraculous that the first humans to arrive on the scene when Mary and the baby were so very vulnerable
and Joseph surely at his wit’s end are the harmless shepherds and not the murderous soldiers of Herod?
Isn’t it miraculous that the rich and powerful Wise Men from afar don’t abduct the Kingly Child designated by
alignments of stars to bring Him back to their country to be their own King?
Isn’t it miraculous that we can gather at Grace Church on Christmas Eve with Eucharist and blessing, candles
and choir, light and darkness?
COVID turned it all off last year. Let us NOT take for granted the Grace and Miracles both large and small
that make this Christmas a sign of God’s unmistakable, unpredictable, amazing presence with us all.
Emmanuel—God is with us.
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Reservations Required for Christmas Eve Services
To maintain our safety in a time of COVID on Christmas Eve, we are limiting the
number of participants to allow for social distancing. Since we are limiting the
number, we are having two services—both will have organ and choir. With
limited seating, be sure to sign up early.
Click on the link for the service you plan to attend. If you are not Internet savvy, call Patty in the church office.
5:00 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation14

7:30 p.m. Service

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation15

The Cookie Walk Resumes
This year's Cookie Walk will take place
Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM till
2:00 PM, or until sold out. The event will be a
bit different this year because of the ongoing
pandemic. Rather than shoppers perusing plates of cookies
and filling their own boxes, a group of volunteers will
package the cookies ahead of time. We will have boxes of a
variety of cookies, paying special attention to nut-free
choices, as well as single cookie flavors.
If you can bake holiday cookies, please contact Dorothy
Sabourin (SewLoft259@aol.com or 774-571-9621). Also let
her know if you need to have someone pick up your baked
cookies. Otherwise, please deliver them to the church
kitchen Friday, December 10, afternoon or early Saturday
morning. As in the past, homemade sauces and fruit spreads
are also welcome. Thank you!
Young at Heart Lunch Get-together, December 15—Yankee Swap!!!
A lively discussion and fellowship for the over 60-set, this luncheon get together meets
once a month at noon in the Fowler Room. Everyone is kindly asked to bring a lunch. Dessert
will be supplied by host of the month, a homemade soup will be offered by your favorite church secretary, and a
lovely fresh loaf of bread will be offered by your favorite rector. To streamline planning, please let Fr. John know
you are coming by Sunday prior.
Most importantly, this is a Yankee Swap lunch, at which time we will exchange gifts valued at no more than
$5—be creative!!!! Lots of fun!!!
Grace Notes Deadline, December 19
The next newsletter deadline will be on December 19 for the January Grace Notes. All parish
members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have your submittals to
the church on time.
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Sign Up to Sell Christmas Trees
Everyone is urged to help sell trees.
Selling hours are Mon-Fri 3-8; Sat 9-8; and Sun 12-8.
Shifts run two to three hours. If everyone signs up for two
(or even one) shift, it will make light work for all.
Click here to sign up

Counters Needed after the 10 am Services
In this season of Stewardship, we’re looking for some individuals to give of their time, and help count the
weekly plate. It would be a once-a-month commitment, for about an hour and a half, after the 10:00 service.
There would be a two-person team. One who is trained and comfortable with the procedure, and a second to
help out. If this interests you, please contact Carolyn Escher at escherlynn@gmail.com. Thank you.
Offering Envelopes for 2022
The offering envelopes are on a table near the offices. Pledging is not a requirement to get envelopes; although
all regular donors are assigned a number. If you donate regularly, the envelopes are a huge help when inputting.
If you don’t bother with envelopes, just write your number on your check. Don’t have a number? Don’t know
your number? See Carolyn Escher or call Patty in the church office for information.
Time for Reports for Annual Meeting
DEADLINE – January 9
Annual reports are a written history of the church. A record of the happenings of the church during Covid will
be interesting for the future members of Grace. All church officers, vestrypersons, committee chairs, and
coordinators are kindly requested to submit a report to the church office no later than Sunday, January 9.
Please check below to see if there is a report for which you are responsible and kindly turn it in to the church
office on time. If you are not submitting a report, please drop a quick email to the church office and let Patty
know. Any questions, call the church office. Those who have already submitted thank you. Your on-time report
could extend the life expectancy of yfcs.
Wardens’ Reports
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Asst. Treasurer
Christian Ed. & Youth
Christmas Trees
Clerk’s Synopsis

Fellowship & Communication
Memorials
Music
Nominating Committee
Outreach
Parish History
Parochial Report
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Property
Publicity
Rector’s Report
St. Faith’s Altar Guild
Stewardship
Sunday school
Worship

In Prayer

Sunday Readings

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to be a
messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John the Baptist
was. Amen.
Please keep in your prayers…









Please keep in your prayers…
All Christians, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate our Savior’s birth;
Our nation that racism and inequity will be healed;
The many helping hands of the parish that make possible our Christmas Tree
and Wreath, sales.
A joyful openness by all to alternatives to Advent and Christmas
required by the dangers of COVID;
Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Jem Dearbin,
Carolyn Escher, Arlene Gemba, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara
Hagberg, Betsy Hornbuckle, James Jarrell, Madeleine King, Matt
Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Madeleine Merifield, Carol Misner,
Kevin Most, Ellen Paulsen, Melanie Paulson, Allen Peeler, Ralph Regner,
Carol Ringler, Manny Sanchez, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Pat Sullivan,
Joseph Warren, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and Ann; Trish & John
Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.
The fourth annual Norwood Ecumenical Blue Christmas service giving
spiritual space to those who grieve during the Christmas Season.
Our Private Prayer Line: 508 668 7175

12/5 Susan & Edward Cogliano
12/13 Rudy & Paula Nicoletti
12/01
12/06
12/06
12/06

Meredith Baguma
Robert Currier
Joseph Serratore
Lois Horner

12/5
2 Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 16
12/12
3 Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
12/19
4 Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45
Psalm 80:1-7
12/26
Christmas 1
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

December Anniversaries
12/23 Dave & Carolyn Escher
12/31 Geoffrey & Meredith Baguma
December Birthdays
12/08
John Stanley
12/11
Jack Doyle
12/17
Arlene Gemba
12/18
Scott Barrett

12/20
12/24
12/29
12/29

Pat Riley
Edward Cogliano
Jack Stanley
John Fleming

We like to send best wishes to all our parish members.
If we haven’t sent you a birthday or anniversary card, it’s because we don’t have the date.
Please call Patty in the church office.
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STAFF

Officers

The Rev. R. John Brockmann, Rector
Paula King, Music Director
Patricia Begin, Parish Secretary
Roy McHoul, Sexton

Katherine Wharton, Senior Warden
David Button, Junior Warden
Beth Gurney, Treasurer
Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Rector by appointment (Tues – Thurs 10-1)

Vestry Members
Sue Breen
Leslie Grant
Carol Johnson
Tracey Johnson
Bonnie Lowe
John Stanley

Office: 781-762-0959
Prayer Line: 508-668-7175
Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Visit our web site: www.gracenor.org

Read our monthly newsletters, as well as annual reports,
online at www.gracenor.org . Just visit our website and click on “About”.
If you are receiving this newsletter by regular postal mail and have an email address, please help us save on postage.
Send an email to request the electronic newsletter.

150 Chapel Street, Norwood, MA 02062
Office: (781) 762-0959

Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Website: www.gracenor.org

Grace Episcopal Church
150 Chapel Street
Norwood, MA 02062
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