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FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
Office hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 to noon.
Rector by appointment

In the midst of all that the pandemic is throwing at us, we going to continue with services
and study!
 Wednesday Night Zoom Movie—The Chosen—February 3, 10, and 24
This Wednesday night viewing and discussion will be our Winter and Lenten study
program. The Chosen is the first ever multi-season series about the life of Christ, has been
surpassing expectations and breaking records since its start. It has a 9.8 user score on IMDb with over 7,000
user reviews, making it the highest rated Faith film project of all time. Has a 100% critic score (8) and 99%
audience score (6,333) on Rotten Tomatoes.
We will join with my wife Sarah’s parish (Trinity Rockland) via Zoom viewing and discussion. We are on
Episode 2 of The Chosen, “Shabbat” on February 3. (Episode 1 was viewed on January 27, “I Have Called You by
Name” and you can catch it on YouTube to catch up (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=craeyJdrCsE)\

We’re on Episode 3, “Jesus Loves the Little Children” on February 10, and Episode 4, “The Rock on
Which It Is Built” on February 24. We will continue on Wednesdays right through March. We will not be
viewing the movie on February 17, Ash Wednesday.
As you view each episode be noticing ABCD for our later discussion: A—what amazed you in the episode; B—
what bothered you in the episode and why; C—what confused you; and D—what delighted you. We will open
and close with a short prayer.
 Ash Wednesday—February 17
To safely accommodate as many as possible, the Ash Wednesday liturgy will be filmed ahead of time and made
available to watch on YouTube beginning at 11 AM on Ash Wednesday.
I will also offer a live In-church Ash Wednesday non-Eucharist service at noon especially for those who cannot
watch on computer or who don’t drive at night. I will not be imposing ashes at the service in order to maintain
safe social distancing. Sign up online or call the church office to get signed up. Seating is limited to 25.
Here is the signup for Ash Wednesday In-church service
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation8
Then from 12:30 until 1:30 PM, and 5 PM to 6, I or someone else will at the front steps of the church ready to
handout take-home packets of ashes.
Instructions for Imposition of Ashes at Home
The packet is meant to be used for those who have watched the service on YouTube or who have attended the
live service. The packet will include: ashes enough for your family; Psalm 51 which is the said response to the
imposition of the ashes in the service; and the words for imposition of the ashes:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
It will be a very simple and short home liturgy. Make the sign of the cross with the ashes on the forehead,
hopefully, of someone else in the household. It is most powerful if it is done in that fashion.
 Last Sunday of Epiphany—February 14; In-Church Eucharist and Drive-thru Bread and Wine
For Valentine’s Day, we will try again to hold an in-person Eucharist with organ and singers so long as COVID
safely permits. We will also record the service, and it will be available on YouTube. In the service, communion
will be received by small packaged containers of wine with a wafer rather than wafers alone. These same small
packaged containers of wine with a wafer will be available for drive-by after the service from 9:40-10:10AM
from someone with a tray at the front steps of the church.
If you will be attending the in-person Eucharist, here is the link to sign-up. We are limited to 25 participants.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4AF29A3FA7-reservation7
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Wednesday Evening Prayer & Viewing of The Chosen Meeting
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89311618092?pwd=cC9GUVMwTUY5bFRVTS9oWmRGWXZzQT09
Discussion Questions:
The Chosen Episode Two: Shabbat
1. We rest and honor family, our people, and God on the Sabbath. Rest is a restorative gift. How are you
utilizing it? How could you be utilizing it more?
2. Which Sabbath was Jesus a part of? Which Sabbath would you have been at?
3. Matthew said that his father said he has no son. How did this impact your view of him?
4. Simon Peter and Andrew were in a tough position, what do you think about how they handled it?
5. Why was Nicodemus so shocked about the news about Mary Magdalene being seen in her right
mind?
The Chosen Episode Three: Jesus Loves the Little Children
1. Is it strange for you to think of Jesus as personable?
2. What does it say to you that Jesus so intentionally made time for children? What about the amount of
time that he spent with them?
3. “Adults need the faith of children.” How can we intentionally make space for this in our faith and
life?
4. It was easy for Abigail to tell her friends about Jesus- how easy is it for you?
The Chosen Episode Four: The Rock on Which it is Built
1. Jesus provided for Simon’s physical need- but the miracle was more than that. He changed Simon’s
mindset, called him to something more! Not to riches, but to spread the good news for the sake of
others' souls.
2. Share a moment in your life where the miracle of the fish has metaphorically happened for you. When
you’ve thought there was absolutely no way that something would work, but God made it happen.
3. Sometimes we forget how intense the teachings of Jesus were. His parables and teachings were
not sanitized, feel-good messages. What do you think the impact of this miracle would have
meant in the context of Jesus’ time?

Healing Ministry at Grace Church Norwood in the Time of COVID-19
During this period of safe distancing due to the Corona Virus, Healing Prayers are being
offered by phone. You can call any of our Healing Ministers any time: Cathy Noble (781-3441237), Deb Morton (781-769-4044), Sue Breen (508-404-9887), or Carol Maloof (617-584-2219).

Grace Notes Deadline, February 21
All parish members are invited to share with their parish family. Please be sure to have
your submittals to the church on time.
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In this winter of pandemic peril, resolve to do all you can to stop the
spread of this virus, while also remembering that God and not us are
really in charge of this earth and the “new” normal.

Please also keep in your prayers…

 That our nation will open its soul instead of hardening its heart.
 Our newly elected national leaders as they seek to resolve the cascading crises of our era.
 That the dream of justice for all will be deferred no longer.
 Douglas Hooper, who passed away last month
 Those on our parish prayer list: A.J., Ethan, Jose, Olivia, Juliana, Tim, Don Adams, Bill Daly, Iris Falcone,
Holly Foster, Shane Gibson, Tara Guschov, Barbara Hagberg, Joe Harney, Jr., Aidan Hooper, Betsy Hornbuckle,
Madeline King, Matt Mackinnon, Roberta McCormack, Carol Misner, Jess Morton, Melanie Paulson, Allen
Peeler, Ralph Regner, Emily & Doug Rennie, Elaine Rillie, Carol Ringler, Donald Sabourin, Gary Shapiro,
Quincy Sousa, Geoffrey & Valerie Stone, Joseph Warren, Stan Wharton, John Whitcomb, Pauline Wilhite and
Ann, Trish & John Wood, and for those being prayed for on the Grace Church Prayer Line.

Zoom Services Sundays, February 7, 21, 28

Zoom is an online interactive meeting space, where you can attend our service each week at 9am. If you
have a computer that has a camera/microphone/speakers, you can join online through a web browser. Or
you can download the Zoom app to your smart phone, iPad, or tablet.
To Join Zoom Service: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5037830452
Meeting ID: 503 783 0452
And for those who like to keep it real easy, you can just listen via phone.
Call 1 646 558 8656 Meeting ID: 503 783 0452
Sanctuary Candle
The sanctuary candle burns continuously 24 hours a day, 365 days a year representing the presence of the Lord.
All are welcome to make an offering in memory of a loved one. Please call Patty in the church office. She can let
you know what dates are available and take the information for your memorial. Donation checks can be made
payable to St. Faith’s Altar Guild. Suggested donation $6.00.
Offering Envelopes
We still have a number of boxes of offering envelopes waiting to be picked up. If you can swing by mornings during
regular office hours (Mon-Thurs 9-12) pick up
your envelopes and maybe even deliver a box to someone on your way home, you would be helping the church save
$ on postage. All active parish members are assigned a number. If you haven’t used envelopes before, it helps save
time when our dedicated volunteers are counting.
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READINGS for the
SUNDAYS in FEBRUARY

Feb 7

Feb 14

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c

Happy Anniversary
Rich & Susan Jarrell
George & Elizabeth Gurney
Eric & Jacki Bedard
John & Liz Pierce

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
Psalm 50:1-6

Feb 21

First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
Psalm 25:1-9

Feb 28

Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38
Psalm 22:22-30

Happy Birthday
Jacqueline Bedard
James Currier
Sharon LeBlanc
Carol Maloof
Robert Parsons
Jessica Loescher
Manuel Bravo
Christina Folsom
Maggie Bedard
Carol Johnson
Roy McHoul
Robbie Brockmann
Aidan Hooper
Deborah Terry
Barbara Mackey
Karen Stanley
Doris Howard
Paula Nicoletti
Evelyn Mathews
Henry Perkins

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
12:30 PM & 5:00 PM
NO CONTACT.
TAKE HOME ASH PACKETS WITH
INSTRUCTIONS TO ADMINISTER AT HOME
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SUNDAY MORNING DEVOTION VIA PHONE CONFERENCING
When:
Every Sunday for Duration at 10:50 AM
How:
Dial-in 605-313-5909, and enter Access Code 744948#
What:
We Will Say Together Morning Daily Devotion from BCP (p. 137 or below)
Father John will read the Sunday Gospel and his sermon of the day.
We will have time to include our own individual prayers and have informal check-in with each other (Virtual
Coffee Hour) after we do the service, and announcements of parish doings. Runs no more than 45 minutes.

Sunday Morning Devotion 10:50 AM Service Via Telephone
From Psalm 51
Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy Spirit from me.
Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Reading of the Sunday Gospel
Sermon from Father John
The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others.
The Lord's Prayer
The Collect of the Day

Prayer During COVID-19
Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that affect the lives and
futures of our families, communities, countries, and the wider world. We pray that they
communicate clearly, truthfully, and calmly — with each other and with the public — and that
their messages are received and heeded. May truth and empathy be the touchstones of people
setting policies for our protection.
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STAFF
The Rev. R. John Brockmann, Rector
Paula King, Music Director
Patricia Begin, Parish Secretary
Roy McHoul, Sexton

OFFICERS
Katherine Wharton, Senior Warden
David Button, Junior Warden
Beth Gurney, Treasurer
Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer
Cathy Noble, Clerk

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Rector by appointment (Tues – Thurs 10-1)

VESTRY MEMBERS
Sue Breen
Leslie Grant
Carol Johnson
Tracey Johnson
Bonnie Lowe
John Stanley

Office: 781-762-0959
Prayer Line: 508-668-7175
Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Visit our web site: www.gracenor.org

If you are receiving this newsletter by regular postal mail and have an email address, please help us save on postage.
Send an email requesting the electronic newsletter

150 Chapel Street, Norwood, MA 02062
Office: (781) 762-0959

Email: Grace.Norwood@Verizon.net
Website: www.gracenor.org
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